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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE — TEMPORARY ORDER — REMOTE PARTICIPATION 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [2.04 pm] — without notice: In anticipation of 
an absolute majority being present on the floor of the house, I move — 

That so much of the standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable a motion to be moved forthwith 
for the house to adopt a temporary order in relation to remote participation by members. 

The SPEAKER: Members, as this is a motion without notice to suspend standing orders, it will need the support 
of an absolute majority for it to proceed. If I hear a dissentient voice, I will be required to divide the Assembly. 
Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 

Motion 
MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [2.05 pm]: I move that the house adopt the following 
temporary order — 

That, until the end of 2022, the house authorises remote participation by members in the following manner — 
(1) “Remote participation” means participation by a member in the proceedings of the 

house via audiovisual technology. 
(2) The Speaker will determine the proceedings, and the manner in which members may 

participate remotely. 
(3) Remote participation will follow the Speaker’s Remote Participation Rules determined 

by the Speaker from time to time. 
(4) A member who participates remotely — 

(a) cannot vote; 
(b) cannot be counted for the purposes of a quorum; and 
(c) cannot call for a division or a quorum. 

(5) A member who participates remotely is not to be regarded as having attended the house 
for the purposes of standing orders 26, 33 and 34, although they will be recorded in the 
Votes and Proceedings as having participated remotely. 

(6) The contributions of remote participants are a proceeding in Parliament and are to be 
included in the Votes and Proceedings of the Assembly and are to be incorporated in 
the Hansard record. 

(7) The Speaker’s Remote Participation Rules have effect notwithstanding any standing 
order to the contrary. 

(8) Standing orders are suspended accordingly to the extent necessary to effect these 
arrangements. 

In speaking briefly to the motion, the Deputy Speaker has presented a report that has outlined the considerations 
of the Procedure and Privileges Committee. It has considered the two-week trial when Parliament resumed in 
February and, as a result, we are moving the temporary order as outlined. Obviously, it determines the definition 
of “remote participation”. It importantly highlights that you, Madam Speaker, will determine the proceedings and 
the manner in which members can participate remotely. Suborder (4) highlights the certain ways in which members 
will not be able to participate. The motion outlines that this temporary order will be in place until the end of 2022, 
and, of course, the standing orders will be suspended accordingly to the extent necessary to effect these arrangements. 
I know that the opposition has also considered this motion—in fact, the member for Roe is a member of this particular 
committee. I commend the motion to the house and note that if it is passed, the temporary order will be enacted 
immediately after the motion has been agreed to. 
The SPEAKER: Just before I give you the call, Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I note for any members who 
have come in to make up the quorum for the suspension motion that that motion has been passed. You do not need 
to remain here for this motion. We do not need an absolute majority for this motion. 
MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [2.09 pm]: Thank you, Madam Speaker. I am 
glad to see the chamber is clearing rapidly as I stand to speak! 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I am just trying to keep the COVID-safe 24 in here! 
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Mr R.S. LOVE: Thank you. As the Leader of the House has said, the opposition is aware of this circumstance. 
The member for Roe has participated in the development of these measures, along with other members of the 
committee—I think the member for Cottesloe is on that committee as well—so we are quite happy to see this temporary 
standing order put in place. We have all been through the experiment. I think the Leader of the Opposition was the 
first or second person to ask a question remotely, or one of the persons to ask a question remotely, anyway. Certainly, 
remote participation could be of value as we move through this time in which people may have to quarantine, not 
necessarily because they have the virus, but because they are a close contact or for some other reason. This measure 
will enable people to continue to participate. 
I notice that suborder (6) states that the contributions of remote participants are a proceeding in Parliament and are to be 
included in the Votes and Proceedings of Parliament and incorporated in the Hansard record. I assume that also means 
that they are covered by parliamentary privilege in the normal manner, which I think is an important matter to have 
defined at this point. I also note that there are Speaker’s Remote Participation Rules. I have not had time to look at 
those in great detail, but I understand they are in the report as an appendix, so if anybody wants to know exactly how 
to go about it, they can look at the report and it is all there. We are happy to support this motion going forward. 
Question put and passed. 
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